
16 December 2020 

Meri Kirihimete 
Twenty years ago my family travelled to Canada, via the USA, to show the children where 

they had lived 10 years earlier.  The security at the airports, in the wake of the September 

11 attacks, was not comforting – it was frightening.  Armed soldiers angrily patrolled the 

terminals and it seemed that everyone was a suspect.  Since then it has become normal to pass through 

security – take off belts, remove shoes, discard water or liquid.  That terrorist attack, on the other side of 

the world, changed how we do air travel and has cost billions of dollars in security even though the 

actual threat has never been significant. 

As we head into Christmas 2021 there is a stark realisation that Covid19 has also brought a profound 

change to our sense of normal.  We will understand the true impact in 10 years’ time but for now we 

accept as the new normal mask wearing, QR scanning, event uncertainty and a decreased freedom of 

travel.  I have a feeling we will look on 2021 as a pivotal year in history. 

Another pivotal year was year 0.  So important that our calendars begin from that date and we celebrate 

the life of the Christ who brought new hope to the world.  At Christmas we acknowledge the birth of 

Jesus and the beginning of his journey on earth and his mission to open the eyes of humanity to the love 

of God and the task of loving our neighbour. 

Pray this week that the Prince of Peace may be present with us as a church 

and country in this time of uncertainty and change.  Pray for one another 

and pray for us all. 

Peter MacKenzie    Executive Secretary  
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Moderator’s Message 
What does the sign mean? What does it mean for you and your 

church family this Christmas? 

The Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa 

New Zealand, the Right Reverend Hamish Galloway, has 

a thought provoking Christmas message out now, it’s 

an excellent read and something to think about as 

you walk through advent in your context. Have a 

look HERE 

The Presbytery office closes on Friday and all staff will be on holiday until 10 January at the earliest. 

The telephone will be unmanned and responses to  emails will be slow during this time.  

https://www.presbyterian.org.nz/moderators-2021-christmas-message
https://www.presbyterian.org.nz/moderators-2021-christmas-message


Christmas Greetings from the team 



Notices to Churches and Community 

Choirs. 

There will be NO carol singing around the 

wards of Wellington Hospital this year. 

Our usual carol singing around the wards will not 

happen this year due to COVID 19 

We give our thanks to those who have regularly 

joined us over the last few years, we hope to re-

sume our greatly valued carol singing next year. 

 

Wellington Hospital Chaplains 

Farewells 
We recognise the retirement of Rev Andrew         

Callander from St James’ New Plymouth this coming 

Sunday – Andrew will be moving to Motueka and we 

give thanks for his contribution to Presbytery      

Central and the wider church. 

Several ministers from other denominations will be 

moving to other positions over the summer.  We say 

farewell and thanks to Rev Paul Bowers-Mason 

(Anglican) from Brooklands, New Plymouth; Rev 

Tania Shackleton (Methodist) from Tawa Union; and 

Rev Andy Hickman (Anglican) from Milson Com-

bined, Palmerston North. 

We have been notified of the passing of Rev Keith 

Weavers, who ministered in our presbytery as a 

chaplain at Lindisfarne College and in Hastings 

East parish in the late 70’s to early 80’s.  

Ethics Workshops via zoom 

Attendance at these workshops is required for 
ministers to retain their Certificate of Good 
Standing. 

It is open and highly recommended for all 
church staff; and elders and pastoral visitors. 

The workshop will 

1. Introduce/reintroduce participants to the 
Code of Ethics 

2. Refresh some key aspects of the Book of Or-
der and Conditions of Service Manual 

3. Reflect on key aspects of natural justice 

4. Reflect on key aspects of high ethical behav-
iour in practical situations 

5. Reflect on appropriate levels of competence 

6. Reflect on best practice 

And enable us all to learn from one another 

Register by emailing: 

aes@presbyterian.org.nz 

advising date and time; zoom link will be sent to 
those who register… 

WEDNESDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2022  9-12 

WEDNESDAY 23 MARCH 2022 1-4 

mailto:aes@presbyterian.org.nz

