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Reification is process by which we create something in our minds by making 

assumptions.  It lies at the root of many optical illusions.   

     The picture to the left shows six pac-men  

    gathered in a group, hungry mouths open. 

 Our minds create the hexagon in the   

 middle,  it doesn’t really exist.  

 I often think of presbytery being a reification of our collective      

      church.  Presbytery exists because the Presbyterian and Uniting 

        congregations  create the space for it to appear.  Presbytery is 

the creation of our collective identity, shaped by us all but some times rather illusory. 

The Gathering is a time when we glimpse the shape of Presbytery Central, review the annual report to 

see what sort of shape it is in, and try to make more real our collective fellowship.   

Pray this week for our gathering at the Gathering—that we may build connections and recognise the 

support we can offer and receive from each other. 

Peter MacKenzie    Executive Secretary  
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10 August 2022 
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Pac Men Gather 

Presbytery Gathering 
We’re back, in person and in Palmy! On this, the 10th Anniversary of Presbytery Central Gatherings, 
we’re exploring the church’s impact on the physical world, Nurturing Creation.  

Join us from 10:30 on Saturday 13 August for lively and vibrant worship, a deep and insightful keynote 
talk, stimulating discussion of the future of the church in our world at the AGM and on our perspicacious 
panel, followed by excellent and engaging workshops. Interspersed throughout the day will be fabulous 

food and fellowship. The day is capped 
off  with a delicious 5:30pm dinner at 
the Cosmopolitan Club with a 
tremendous talk from the inimitable 
Wayne Toleafoa. 

And don’t forget Friday 12th, Our 
Ministers Muster, valuable fellowship 
and professional development from 
1:30pm 

The Gathering’s registration form is live 

HERE—Sign up today!!! 

https://www.presbyterycentral.org.nz
https://www.stuff.co.nz/pou-tiaki/125506641/polynesian-panthers-a-revolutionary-a-reverend-and-a-vege-truck
https://www.presbyterycentral.org.nz/presbytery-gathering-august-2022
https://www.presbyterycentral.org.nz/presbytery-gathering-august-2022


Exploring the Book of Order    Peter MacKenzie 

The Book of Order (BoO) is the “rule book” for the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New 
Zealand.  An electronic copy can be found on the PCANZ website. 

Chapter 15 is about Discipline. 

The introduction section of this chapter is perhaps the most important – it outlines the 

principles of the discipline process noting it should be gentle, impartial and faithful.  There is 

some discretion in the way that the process is applied but it seeks to be transparent and 

timely.  The church uses the term ‘conduct unbecoming’ to consider complaints against 

ministers, elders, other church leaders and members.  Illegal acts should be taken to the 

police.    

The complaints process is managed by the PCANZ Complaints and Disputes Manager to whom complaints are 

referred.  All complaints are taken seriously and a Complaints Assessment Committee is established to evaluate the 

complaint.  The respondent to the complaint is notified and asked to make a written response to the Complaints 

Assessment Committee.  The allegations and response are considered and a determination is made whether to 

dismiss the complaint, investigate further or refer it to a disciplinary commission.     

A disciplinary commission is conducted by legal standards and has the authority to gather evidence, call witnesses, 

and deliver a judgement.  The options for action are described.  There is a right to appeal to an Assembly Judicial 

Commission and that process is described. 

Chapter 15 is always hoped to be a last resort – we pray that efforts of reconciliation happen before moving into 

the more legalistic elements of the process.     

 For a number of years PresCare, a partnership between the 

PCANZ and Presbyterian Support, have looked for ways in 

which our shared faith and commitment can respond to the 

needs and nurture the wellbeing of children and families in 

Aotearoa New Zealand.  

One of the ways we have done this is through Praying for 

Children week where we offer resources to the PCANZ in 

order to help the church to reflect on and hold children be-

fore God in prayer.  

Read more about, and find out how you can engage with, 

this exciting week, which runs from 21 to 27 August HERE 

Calling all PCANZ church leaders including elders, chil-

dren's Leaders, youth leaders, ministers, pastors, chap-

lains, administrators and more. You are Invited to ONE 

Conference.  Come for inspirational stories, great worship, 

practical breakout sessions, fantastic kai and the oppor-

tunity to connect and laugh together. The One conference 

is for everyone in your congregation who leads in some 

capacity, we encourage you to come as a team so you can 

learn and reflect together. For full information see here.   

As always, the early bird gets the discount! 

Praying for Children 

Presbytery Central is delighted to 

extend an invitation to celebrate 

the induction of Rev Brendan 

O’Hagan as Minister at St Albans 

Presbyterian Church, 3pm Sunday 

21st August 2022. 

Induction 

https://www.presbyterian.org.nz/for-parishes/book-of-order#BOO
https://www.presbyterycentral.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Praying-for-Children-covering-letter-2022-final.pdf
https://www.oneconference.org.nz/

