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Yesterday I watched a young man push the pedestrian light button below the office.  

His attention then turned to his phone and he was so engrossed that he missed the 

buzz and the flashing green walker.  It was red when he next looked up and he waited 

patiently.  Then the cycle continued, the red went off and the cars flowed freely.  In 

the next cycle he stared in disbelief and wondered if the lights were working before 

pushing the button again.  He heard/saw the signal and crossed safely after a very 

patient wait. 

I couldn’t help but reflect on the fact that as a church we so often push the button (pray) and wait for 

God’s signal to cross but get so engrossed with other detail that we miss the sign.  As churches we 

hesitate to cross the traffic (it’s risky) and take the safe option of waiting for the system to direct the 

traffic around us.  Maybe there are times when we have to take some risk and step off the footpath as 

pedestrians and Presbyterians. 

Pray this week for the risk takers in our church who have inspired ideas.  Pray that the 

church might listen for the signal and dare to step out in faith.  And give thanks for those 

who remind us to be safe even as we dare to try something new. 

Peter MacKenzie    Executive Secretary  
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Crossing Over 

Presbytery and you 

LICENSING SERVICES 

Our three interns will complete their studies soon 

and will celebrate their internship, completion of 

studies and licensing on Sunday 4 December at 

10am at three different churches. 

Adair Oosterbroek St Paul’s, Napier 

Eric Oosterbroek  St John’s, Hastings 

Brett Reid   Levin Uniting 

 

Presbytery Council will meet in Palmerston North 

on Thursday 1 December. 

MINISTRY CHANGES 

Rev Lorna Clarke, Carterton, becomes Minister 

Emerita at the end of November.  We recognise her 

ministry in Carterton (ordained in 2010) and as     

Regional Moderator.  While her status changes her 

heart for the Gospel will continue to beat strongly.  

Blessings for your retirement. 

Rev David Dell completes his Stated Supply at Upper 

Hutt Uniting at the end of November but will        

continue as Interim Moderator with the parish.   

Presbytery notes the death of Brian Weston  last 

week (13 November) who was a former minister at 

Waitara 1975-1987. 

https://www.presbyterycentral.org.nz


Mission Moment 

One of the things I’ve noticed as I travel around Presbytery is we have 

stopped talking with each other.  We’ve forgotten that we are connected to 

something bigger than ourselves and instead operate in isolation as though 

we are the only community trying to faithfully follow Jesus.  Now, of 

course, some of us are geographically isolated but this doesn’t mean we 

are disconnected from the Body of Christ, in the sense that we are all held 

together by Christ, and all valuable parts of the body.  However, what I 

think has happened is we have become so busy trying to deal with the 

issues of declining numbers, less resources, tiredness and changing contexts that we’ve started to 

believe we are the only ones dealing with these issues and that we are alone.  We’ve started to 

believe the church is dying, forgetting that we are a people of hope and followers of a risen Lord, 

who is in the habit of resurrection.  Maybe if we talked more with each other, as well as listened, 

we would hear what God is up to and where there are signs of new life.  Maybe we could share 

burdens and gifts rather than trying to work by ourselves.   

Recently Rev Reg Weeks and I had some time in Hastings to help facilitate a conversation and 

time of discernment for the churches in the Hawkes Bay.  The meeting was a response to the 

recognition that 3 of the 6 churches in Hastings and Napier would shortly be in vacancy.  Coupled 

with this situation was the recognition that the number of ministers available to fill the vacancies 

was low and was diminishing over time.  Moreover, none of the churches are as strong in 

congregation numbers and vitality as they were previously and that the financial strength of each 

of the churches was not as strong as it was previously.  As these 

things were discussed honestly people started to share ideas of 

how the churches could work together.  As one church shared 

what they were struggling with, another suggested sharing 

resources and gifts.  It became clear, as they listened to each 

other, they had discovered other parts of the Body of Christ.  It 

was due to this connectedness that a covenant of cooperation 

was agreed to and is now being worked out.   

What might you be missing out on by not talking with other 

members of the Body of Christ? 

Yours in Christ 

Stuart (Mission Catalyst) 



Wellington Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) Centre is offering a course beginning in March 2023. CPE 
Supervisors are committed to advancing experienced-based theological education for people of diverse 
cultures, ethnic groups and faith traditions. It’s ultimate goal is to equip people to provide quality 
pastoral/spiritual care within community. We work with the skills and gifts 
you already have in your pastoral setting and grow from there. CPE has been 
of great value to many, no matter how long you have been in ministry. 
Contact Rev. Amy Finiki for more information 0272716170 or 
amy.finiki@mhaids.health.nz 

The Presbytery office is continuing its call for    

congregations to complete the Compliance Re-

view.  This is an important update for parish con-

tacts and governance responsibilities.   We will be 

following up individual congregations in the     

coming weeks but it is easier if  people just      

complete it. 

Presbytery is still looking for a couple of people to 

serve on Council from Hawkes Bay and Welling-

ton—along with a moderator for Wairarapa–     

Manawatu. 

Interested in studying Theology? The Theology 
Programme at the University of Otago offers a wide 
range of papers and qualifications, all available via 
distance learning. We offer an undergraduate 
diploma and degree in Theology, as well as 
postgraduate programmes in Theology, Ministry, 
Chaplaincy, and Faith-based Leadership and 
Management. 

For further information go to www.otago.ac.nz/
theology or ph 0800 80 80 98 or 03 479 8639.  

Check out our amazing new video! https://
tinyurl.com/theologyotagovideo It explains who we 
are as a programme (and also includes some 
beautiful shots of Dunedin)!  
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