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Who is our friend? 
 

On her first day back from leave our office administrator, Fiona, was 

commenting on the loss to ourselves of Mary Francis’s move to 

Auckland. We couldn’t help noticing many gaps in the Raumati 

church life now that Mary has gone. Mary was not simply a 

parishioner, she was a good friend to us at KUP.  

 

Over the last couple of months, I have been grateful for the Boyce’s 

testimony to their affection for our church - sending messages and 

photos which have included us in the wonders of their travel. Perhaps 

it is friendship rather than money that makes the world go round. I 

hope our new parishioners will soon feel they have friends in their 

congregations at Raumati and Waikanae.  

 

As our eyes turn to Paris and the Olympic Games it is good to 

remember that the Games are rooted in a vision of global friendship. 

The founder of the Olympic Movement, Coubertin, was passionate 

about making the world a better place through sport. He believed sport 

could help bring communities together, stop war, and promote healthy 

competition free from cheating and discrimination. 

 

Our screens have also shown us recently a different kind of friendship. 

I find it hard to erase from my mind the image of a smiling Netanyahu 

being feted by the US Congress to the accompaniment of prolonged 

applause. Sometimes we choose the wrong friends with heart-breaking 

consequences – not for the US in this instance but for the Palestinians 

in Gaza and the Occupied Territories. 

 

In a world where fickle values and cold-hearted self-interest dominate 

the alliances formed by powerful figures; the best compass for life-

sustaining friendships can be found in the Gospels. Friend to the poor 

and the rich alike, to the outcast and the occupier, making no 

distinction between children and adults, women and men, Jew and 

Gentile, Jesus’ whole ministry was built on a foundation of friendship.   

Rev Anna Gilkison 
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News from Waikanae 
 
Worship 
We have very much appreciated those who have come to lead our 
worship: Rev Anna, Maureen and Heather and Rev Robin List. We 
warmly thank Merle Stevenson and Isabel Robinson who have 
provided our music to give Marie Smith an occasional break. Worship 
during the Bible Month of July has rewarded us with new insights into 
our sacred scriptures. On 21 July Rev Anna conducted a very moving  
and beautiful Service of Healing. Evan Ireland will be leading a Peace 
service at Raumati on 4 August. 
 
Lay Preachers’ Sunday  
We look forward to the visit of Raumati United @ 9 members who 
will be leading our Simple Service for Lay Preachers Sunday on 4 
August.  
 
UCANZ gathering at Rongotea 
On Saturday 13 July Desmond Corrigan, Don and Marie Smith 
attended the Uniting Parishes Gathering at Rongotea Uniting Church. 
People from Gisborne, Clive, Foxton, Palmerston North, Levin, Tawa, 
Ngaio, Johnsonville,  St. Anslem (Karori), Hutt City Uniting 
Congregations (6 preaching places) attended.  Topics discussed 
included involvement in the neighbourhood and community, spiritual 
needs in retirement villages, awareness of changes in our own 
congregations, ages of buildings, and insurance.  It was very helpful to 
be able to meet and talk with others in uniting congregations. 
  
Soup Group  
The gathering on 13 August, led by Rev Anna,  will reflect on the 
subject of Healing and Faith. 
 
Buildings and Grounds 
We’re planning a fire drill (when the weather warms up!) It’s good for 
us to be prepared for our emergency response. We’ll be setting a  
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date to conduct an inventory of our church’s non-building and 
grounds property. 
 
Parishioners’ Bibles 
For the service on 28 July, as a culmination to Bible Month,  worship 
leader Diana Roberts had asked everyone to bring a Bible that was 
special to them. Each Bible was introduced by its owner, who told 
their story.  
 
There were family Bibles with entries dating back 200 years, a Bible 
presented to the national winner of the British Sunday School Union 
Bible Study in 1949, a soldier’s New Testament from WWII, a Hebrew 
Bible used as part of Lay Preacher training 100 years ago, an 
Ordination Bible,  La Bible en Francais (for the Olympics in Paris) and 
many other treasures.  
 
All the Bibles were blessed, and we stayed after the service to look at 
them. 

 

 
Waikanae members with our Bibles  
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A close-up of the Bibles - showing the Good News in many shapes and 

sizes.   

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Notes From Parish Council 
July 2024 

 
At the July meeting of the Parish Council the following items were 
discussed: 
 

¶ Insurance - It was decided to make the changes below for this 

year: 

o Insuring  with indemnity instead of full cover, this will 
lower the cost but we do not know at this stage.  

o Reducing chattels cover from $200,000 to $100,000  
o No longer insuring site improvements, this covers 

roads and parking areas which has been insured for 
$90,000. 

 

¶ The Parish AGM will be held at the conclusion of a combined 

parish service at Raumati on September 22nd 2024.  The new 

cross in the Raumati church will be dedicated at this service. 

 

¶ Reports for AGM. Church groups who wish to have their 
annual report included in the Annual Meeting booklet need to 
send a brief report to Fiona at the church office by August 31. 

 

¶ Bruce Johnston is resigning from being the chairperson of the 

Music and Worship Committee.  We would like to thank Bruce 

for all the work he has done in chairing this group. Rev Anna 

Gilkison will take over as chairperson of the group. 

Parish Council members are - 
Rev Anna Gilkison, Jan Rae (Secretary), Cathy Drummond 

(Treasurer),  Merrill Baker, Carole Rudings, Maureen Calhaem, 

Marie Smith, Mary White, Bruce Johnston, Ken Milne, Barrie 

Woods, Evan Ireland. 
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About People 
 

Pauline Thomson 
 

Sadly, Pauline passed away on 12 July. Pauline was a long-time 

member of our Raumati Congregation and will be fondly 

remembered by many. 
 

We send our Sympathy and Prayers to  

Peter and his family members. 
 

 

Birthday Greetings to those celebrating birthdays in August. We 

hope you are able to have a Happy Day however you may spend it. 

 

To those celebrating Anniversaries in August, our very best wishes 

to you and may you enjoy your special day. 

 

To those who are unwell at this time at home or in hospital we 

send our thoughts and prayers to you and hope you will soon be 

feeling better. 

 

Christine Ruddlesden has moved to apartment 42 in Sevenoaks. 

Our very best wishes are with you Christine. 

 

Mary Francis sends her love to all. She is enjoying catching up 

with family in Auckland. 

 

With very best wishes to all our Parish members. 
 

Merrill for the Pastoral Care Team 
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Raumati Women's Fellowship 
 

The Raumati Women's Fellowship meets on Thursday 8 August at 

10am in the meeting room. Our speaker will be Erice Carley, talking 

about " Living in Papua New Guinea in the 1970's."   

 

A reminder to members that our subs of $25 are due at this meeting 

please. 

 

All are welcome.  Contacts: Lyn Martin  04 904 8361 and 

Merrill Baker 04 902 4134 or 027 353 2307 
 

 

July Social Activities  
 

The monthly Sunday lunch this  month 
was at Rosetta Cafe on Rosetta Road. 
This is always a popular venue.  
Twelve members attended and 
enjoyed the food and fellowship.   

 

The next monthly Sunday lunch will be on 25 August , so put 
the date in your diary.  Venue to be advised.  

 
 
Board Games continue twice a 
month : however , reduced 
numbers may see it becoming 
a monthly games day.  
Mary Francis was a long time 
supporter and will be missed.  
 

 
I am looking for  ideas as to a Spring event - please let me know 
your thoughts .  Your input would be very welcom e. 

Carole Rudings 
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I Find Your Love 

I'll catch your smile on someone's face 
Your whisper in the wind's embrace 
Through diamond stars and songs and 
dreams 
I find your love in everything 
 

The sun, the sky, the rolling sea 
All conspire to comfort me 
From sorrow's edge, life's beauty seems 
To find your love in everything 
 

I've come to trust the hope it brings 
To find your love in everything 
Even as I fall apart 
Even through my shattered heart 
 

I'll catch your smile on someone's face 
AMAZING GRACE 

 

Beth Nielsen Chapman 

Watch the video on: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dq5goY53J28 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dq5goY53J28
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August – Youth Sunday 
BIBLE YOUTH  

 

M H L I  T  Y J  A C O B 

H A T K R A M D T  E A 

S K I  A N I  A C N B L 

A E M R L V S J  E E N 

O B O O I  A A L U R A 

J  E T D U M M H T E H 

O R H L I  O U E Y H T 

S B Y N R S E U C T A 

I  R A C H E L A H S N 

A E C A A S I  S U E O 

H W  S E T H P E S O J  
     Ò RMS  

 

Abel, Benjamin, Cain, David, Esau, Esther, Eutychus, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joash, Jonathan, Josiah, Joseph, Lot, Mark, Mary, 
Miriam, Moses, Rachel, Rebekah, Samuel, Saul, Seth, 
Timothy 
 

Words may cross each other, read horizontally, vertically, diagonally, 
or backwards.  
 
Complete sentence from unused letters - Unnamed maid who 
believed in God’s power, known as... 
 
The _____________________________ Maid  (2 Kgs 5: 2-4) 
Answer on page 15 
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Community Garden 
 

It has been a very wet and cold few weeks here in Kapiti but our 

Community Garden is showing signs that Spring is on its way. 

 

 
Beans flowering in the winter 

 

 
The kohlrabi is looking ready to harvest –  

help yourselves if you would like some 
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Silver beet braving the weather 

 

Please contact Kate Foley if you would like to help out with the 

gardens or have any questions. 
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 Parish Directory 

 
Parish Minister: Rev. Anna Gilkison   04 902 5809 
   kapitiuniting@outlook.com  
 
Parish Council: 
 
Secretary:  Jan Rae   021 1127739  
   janiserae47@gmail.com 
Treasurer:   Cathy Drummond  04 902 5809 
   kuptreasurer@gmail.com 
Envelope Secretary: Dorothy Woods  04 905 9099 
   barrie.woods22@gmail.com 
Together Editor: Fiona Bell   04 902 5809 
   kapitiuniting@outlook.com   
 

 

 

Arrangements for whilst Rev Anna is on leave 
Anna will be overseas from the 22 August to the 18 September. 

 

During this time: 

 

¶ Rev Roger Wiig and Rev Robin List will be filling in for 

urgent Raumati situations at any time.  Diana Roberts will 

be the contact person for Waikanae 

¶ retirement village and rest home services will be covered 

by Diana Roberts, Rev Robin List and Maureen Calhaem  

¶ non-urgent pastoral visits/care will be provided for after 

consultation with the Pastoral Care team 

¶ contact the Parish Office if you have an urgent message to 

be passed on to Rev Anna 

  

mailto:kapitiuniting@outlook.com
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August Services 
 

 Waikanae  
10am 

United@9 

9am 

Raumati 

10am 

4 

Carole Rudings, Kate Foley 

and team from United@9  

at Waikanae Church 

Evan Ireland 

(Rev Anna 

Gilkison HC) 
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Rev Robin 

List HC 

 

Rev Anna Gilkison 

18 

 

Rev Anna 

Gilkison  
Syd Mepham Barrie Woods 

25 
 

Heather List 

 

Maureen Calhaem 

 

 

August: regular events 
 

 

Tuesdays 10am-12pm  Women’s Craft Group, Raumati 

  11am-4pm  Thrifty Place 

        

Thursdays 10am-12pm  Raumati Playgroup 

  11am-4pm  Thrifty Place 

 

Saturdays  10.30am-1pm  Thrifty Place 

 
 
Word-search answer:  
The LITTLE HEBREW maid 
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August: for your diary  
 

1 10-11.30am  Raumati Playgroup 

8 10-11.30am  Raumati Playgroup 

 10am – 12pm  Raumati Women’s Fellowship 

12 1.30-4pm  Board Games, Carole Ruding’s home 

13 10am-12pm  Pastoral Care, Raumati 

14 10-11.30am  Property and Finance Group  

 11am   Service at Sevenoaks 

15 10-11.30am  Raumati Playgroup  

 10.30am -12pm Coastal Villas church service, 

16 10am-12pm  Parish Council, Raumati  

 11am   Raumati piano tuning 

20 10am-12pm  Waikanae Soup Group 

21 10am -12pm  Music and Worship Group, Raumati 

22 10-11.30am  Raumati Playgroup 

Rev Anna on leave 22 August until 19 September 

25 12pm   After Service Lunch, venue TBA 

26 1.30-4pm  Board Games, Carole Ruding’s home 

29 10-11.30am  Raumati Playgroup 

30  10am    Folding Together 
 

 
Because of the dog's joyfulness, our own is increased. It is no 
small gift. It is not the least reason why we should honor as well 
as love the dog of our own life, and the dog down the street, 
and all the dogs not yet born.  

Mary Oliver  

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/mary-oliver-quotes

