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Autumn definitely feels like it has arrived this morning, a chill in the air, dew on the grass and 

leaves starting to turn.  In the garden it is harvest time for some of the root crops.  Last year a 

planted a new type of potato and was delighted by the growth they showed—so much growth 

that I was kept busy keeping the mounds up around them.   

On the weekend I began digging and could only find two or three small potatoes under each 

plant.  It is clear that the potato plant put all its energy into the growth above the surface and 

paid little attention to growing the tubers that I wanted to harvest.  It may be the season (not 

enough sun), the soil or the seed potatoes—but I am not reserving some for next season. 

I am reminded that a lot of our best ministry in the church happens below the surface and a lot of 

our effort is spent on the visible part above the surface.  Sunday worship is not the end goal of 

the church.  Sunday worship is a time when we develop energy to feed the growth below us.  It is 

a time to photosynthesise God’s radiance into our loving service in the community.  Developing 

that theme—do we have enough light and water, are we planted in the right place, and have we 

sown the right seeds? 

Pray this week for all those who help behind the scenes in our Sunday worship—cleaners, florists, 

technicians, tea-makers, and those who pray for a fruitful service.  Pray for the support of our 

Sunday service and pray for the mission and ministry that is encouraged by it. 

Peter MacKenzie   Executive Secretary 

Pray also for the Gathering on Saturday in Palmerston North, for Presbytery Council that meets 

on Friday morning and for ministers gathering on Friday afternoon. 

Autumn Dew 

St Albans Presbyterian Church, 339 Albert Street, Palmerston North THIS SATURDAY 

Starting at 10:30am with worship. 

Register on our website. Find more important info on page 3. 
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Presbytery Remembers 

Rev  Michael Jackson Campbell 

Michael Jackson Campbell was born in Yorkshire in 1924.  He was in the Royal Navy in the Second 

World War and at the conclusion of his service entered ministry training at Richmond College, 

London.  In 1947 he married Muriel Pinder and was also ordained by the Methodist Church in 

Doncaster.  He had several ministries in England, including 10 years in Bradfield.   

Michael came to New Zealand in 1959 and was received by the Methodist Church, serving in 

New Plymouth, Christchurch (Spreydon) and Auckland (Pakuranga).  He was on a number of 

Methodist Church committees including those on Church Union and Publications. 

In 1971 Michael became the Director of Radio and Television (later the Director of Communication) for the Presby-

terian Church – released by the Methodist Church for this task.  Michael brought his skills in communication to 

PCANZ and promoted ecumenical cooperation.  He retired in 1985 to be Methodist Supernumerary and moved to 

Auckland.  Muriel died in 1993 and Michael later married Shirley.   

Michael moved south to the Whanganui area in 2004 and began a warm association with Westmere Memorial 
Presbyterian Church.  Michael will be remembered for his gifting in communication, his leadership skills and his 
commitment to an ecumenical faith journey.  He died on 11 March 2023 aged 98, a full and faithful life well lived. 

PCANZ Moderator’s Appeal 

Tēnā koutou. Greetings to you. 

I write to update you, and to show you, the work taking place to safe-
guard the treasure that is Ohope Marae. I also encourage you to support 
the completion of this important work.  

In December, I wrote that Te Aka Puaho advised Council of Assembly of 
the need to undertake earthworks to retain a slope to the side of Te 

Maungarongo at the marae. In this video https://vimeo.com/807353659 and the image above, you can see that this 
work is underway.  

There is some urgency here. Recent storms, flooding and land slips in the North Island have reaffirmed the need for 
this work to be carried out as soon as possible.  

Thanks to your generosity, our appeal has already raised $20,000 of the estimated $110,000 required. We still have 
a long way to go. I encourage you to please raise the idea of giving to this appeal with your parish.  

Together let’s ensure this peaceful sanctuary remains open to all, available to all, and a place of significance for us 
and generations to come. 

Donations can be made to: 

Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand bank account (if you do not have the details, please contact Katri-
na@presbyterian.org.nz or phone Katrina 04 381 8283) 

• Please include on your deposit reference: Mod Appeal 

Email for donor receipt: katrina@presbyterian.org.nz 

Your gift will contribute directly to this project and continue to ensure the marae remains a place of welcome under 
the maihi – the sheltering arms of Christ and God’s church. 

Kia ora rawa atu 

Hamish  

Right Reverend Hamish Galloway 

Moderator Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand 

moderator@presbyterian.org.nz 

Video link: https://vimeo.com/807353659 

PCANZ website page: https://www.presbyterian.org.nz/moderators-appeal-for-ohope-marae-march-2023-update 
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Youth Opportunity 

Know a young person, between 18 and 30, who 
wants to discover more about the inner workings 
of the Presbyterian Church. A leader of the future, 
maybe?  

This is their opportunity to come to General 
Assembly from 27 September to October 1 as a 
youth commissioner and shape the church of the 
future as they gain a fascinating insight into 
Presbyterianism. Spaces are strictly limited, there’s 
only room for 6, contact Nga or Kyle TODAY!! 

Gathering Update 

Unfortunately, due to low numbers, the formal 
Presbytery Dinner following the Gathering has 
been cancelled. For those who have paid, a refund 
will be issued. We will still have an opportunity to 
hear Hana Popea talk at the conclusion of the 
Gathering, if you’d like to get takeaways  that will 
be possible, too. 

Some people may find that their workshop         
sessions have switched between morning and 
afternoon to balance group sizes. Details of what 
sessions you’re attending will be on your nametag. 

We’re looking forward to seeing you there! If you 
haven’t registered yet, it’s not too late!  Sign up 
now on our website  

PCANZ Moderator 

Parishes, please remember that nominations for 
the PCANZ Moderator Designate are due into the 
presbytery office by 11:59pm Wednesday 22 
March.  
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