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The whole congregation, (including the four-legged), was
interested in hearing from our many and varied speakers at
the Parish Anniversary Service - pages 11-13




From the Minister’s Desk

July 1s a good time to look at ‘the timeless wisdom of Maori
culture’ for strengthening our church whanau during the winter
months. The quotes are from the book by Dr Hinemoa Elder
called ‘Aroha: Maori wisdom for a contented life lived in
harmony with our planet.” They come from a section of the
book which speaks to the value of Whanaungatanga — the love
that comes from ‘hononga’, connection, relationship, bonds.

‘Ki te Kotahi te kakaho, ka whati; ki te kapuia, e kore e
whati

If a reed stands alone, it can be broken; if it is in a group, it
cannot. Meaning:

When we stand alone we are vulnerable, but together we
are unbreakable.

Kingi Tukaroto Matutaera Potatau Te Wherowhero
Tawhiao

Collectiveness, togetherness and closeness, as our Maori

ancestors knew, are what make us strong and less
breakable.’

We begin our winter season with an Anniversary Service
which celebrates connection and togetherness and
welcomes newcomers into the familial bonds of our church

life.

Through this Service we honour and give thanks for the
many kinds of connection which keep us strong — our
connection with our forbears in this church, our connection
with our local communities, our connection with all our
members.



We are a Church which shows forth in every aspect of our
collective life a Gospel which calls us to live in harmony
and

promote harmony, with each other, with our neighbours,
with our brothers and sisters in other parts of our planetary
home and with the planet itself.

He hono tangata e kore e motu; ka pa he taura waka, e
motu

Unlike a canoe rope, a human bond cannot be severed,
meaning:Loving human connections cannot be broken.

Our old people loved to use comparison and contrast to
illustrate their point. The rope used to tie up a waka would
have been made of muka, a very strong woven fibre from
harakeke. Muka is renowned for being incredibly strong.
Parts of ocean-going waka were lashed together with muka
ropes. So they had proven endurance.

Even these hardy ropes could not compare to the powerful
strength of close human connections.’

We look to Jesus Christ for our example of love in its highest
form and for the strength to embody that love in our personal
lives and in every aspect of our church life. It is not always
easy to follow in Jesus’s footsteps but it is the only sure way to
bring peace within and peace without.

We have to practice, practice, practice being loving despite our
habits of discord and disunity (I refer to our church history!).
We have to be strong to resist the tides of disharmony in the
world around us. But we have many opportunities to practice
being loving and, to quote an English whakatauki -

Practice makes perfect!

Rev Anna Gilkison



News from Waikanae

Parish 42" Anniversary Service.

It’s always special when we
join together as a parish
congregation, and Waikanae
members were glad to share
{ in the community outreach
focussed service at Raumati
on 21 June.

Diana Roberts described the Waikanae community in terms of
population statistics, culture, local ecology, the town centre,
and escalating housing development. Marie Smith reviewed
the history of the Waikanae KUP church’s community outreach
through soup lunches, Playgroup and building hire.

Both noted significant changes in the community over the past
5 years. Roger Wiig and Kate Foley reflected on their
experiences of their local Raumati church community, and the
church’s outreach, including the Community Garden, Thrifty
Place and Playgroup.

Soup Group

Soup Group gathered
on 16 June to think The Meaning of Worship
about “What is

Worship?” We

explored why we

come to church,the
history of public SR N
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worship, the theology and liturgy (form and structure) of our
worship services. We talked about prayers and hymns and
other elements of our worship

Manawatia a Matariki

“Manawatia a Matariki -
Celebrate the Rising of
Matariki’. That’s the gre_etl U3 MGnawatia a Matariki
to exchange for this festival ' Celebrate Matariki
marking the appearance of
the stars signalling the start of
the Maori New Year on July
10.

Waikanae will be celebrating
with a service led by Rev Anna
on July 12. The theme for
Matariki 2026 is “Matariki
herenga waka: Matariki, the mooring place of many canoes”,
highlighting inclusivity, unity and belonging. It’s all about
encouraging all people to celebrate Matariki together.

To support this message, Mike Binkhorst will make us
Oliebollen — Dutch doughnuts — for morning tea, and Diana will
make a ‘boil-up’ with watercress and puha and Maori Rewena
bread for a shared lunch.

The three significant elements of this festival are:
Remembrance (Whaka maumahara Tangata);
Celebrating the Present (Te Wa Whakanui);

Looking to the future (Te Titiro Whakamuri).

Diana Roberts



About People

To all who are having Birthdays i July, we wish you a very
Happy day.

Robin and Heather List s

are both having special Eighty years of love,
80th Birthdays coming laughter, and lessons
up, Robin on the 13 July that light the way for

and Heather on the 18th.
Our Congratulations and
very best wishes to you
both as you celebrate.

all who know you.”
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Wedding Anniversary flowers by year

It was lovely to see at our Parish Anniversary service, the very
warm welcome given to our new members who have joined
our Parish during the past year.

To those who are unwell at home or in hospital we send

greetings and our thoughts are with you.

The Pastoral Care Team
Lyn, Diane, Diana, Bastiana, Dianne, Carole and Merrill.



Come in from the cold

Its dark when I'm getting
breakfast, and dark when I'm putting
dinner on the table. Its cold too, and
damp, soggy washing dangles on the
line for days and a clammy chill
covers everything like a wet blanket.

All over the country, and in the
whole world, it's a wet-blanket winter;
and we huddle miserably under the
dismal economic recession. Many
millions of people are shivering,
suffering and maybe even dying in the
financial freeze.

We react to this icy blast by
shutting the door, hunkering down,
turning on the heater if we can afford
it, dozing off, and hoping to wake up
when its all over and the springtime
sunlight of prosperity is shining on us
again.

Hibernation sounds like a great
idea, but its not what God has in mind
forus. A story from the Book of Kings
(1 Kings 19:4-8) tells about the
prophet Elijah lying under a solitary
broom tree in the wilderness, feeling
so terrible he wants to die and leave
his troubles behind. But an annoying
angel comes and prods him: ‘get up
and eat’ the angel tells him, showing
him a jar of water and a cake baked
on hot stones. Elijah does what he’s
told and then rests.

The angel comes and touches
him again: ‘get up and eat, otherwise

the journey will be too much for you'.
Journey, what journey? Come on
Elijah! ‘He got up and ate and drank;
then he went in the strength of that
food forty days and forty nights to
Horeb, the mount of God’

At the lowest point of our year,
when days are shortest and nights are
longest, a wake-up call comes to lift
us onto our feet. Its the season of
Matariki, when the cluster of stars
known as the Pleiades, the Seven
Sisters, or Matariki, rises in the pre-
dawn sky. For Maori this marks the
beginning of the seasonal cycle, the
new year. I's the time to set in motion
the activities of planning, planting,
hunting, and fishing to feed hapu and
whanau.

It means coming together to gain
strength from each other and from
shared food, especially a steaming
boil-up of pork, puha and potatoes,
with some savoury additions and
maybe some doughboy dumplings
floating on top; good sturdy food for
the journey into the year ahead.

Matariki hospitality, like God’s
great feast, is open and generous; it
says to the world; ‘come in from the
cold’ and ‘get up and eat!’.

Diana Roberts

From Methodist Touchstone
June 2009



Raumati Playgroup

With the winter weather we are enjoying some fun
indoor activities at playgroup.

To celebrate king's birthday weekend the kids
decorated their own
crown. We used things
like felt tips, feathers,
stickers, stamps and
gems to decorate the
crowns. All the crowns
looked amazing!

Now that it gets darker earlier I like to do fun things
with lights so we made our own
light projectors. We just used a
toilet roll and put coloured
cellophane over the top and put a
shape sticker on the top of the
cellophane. All you need fo do ina
dark room is shine a torch through
the toilet roll and see the shape
projected on the roof or wall. I was
thinking that this would be a fun
before bed activity. My kids absolutely loved looking at
the projected shapes.




The activity that we
did last week was a
very messy one but it | N
was well worth the "
cleaning up time
because the children
had lots of fun.

I dyed rice grains
with different
coloured food
colouring and put
them in large
containers for
sensory play.

T hid small dinosaurs to dig and find in one container, in
another we had different diggers and construction
vehicles, and in the last one I had scoops, cups and
Funnels. Some of the kids played with it for the whole
playgroup time!

Many thanks to our volunteers Maureen, Bev, my mum
Lovinia, Edie, and Marie, who make playgroup possible.

Monica Simpson



The Qualities Of The Small Church

Article by William Sloan Coffin
abridged by Roger Wiig

Around the world questions are being asked about the future of the church. In a
recent article in ‘Progressive Christianity’ a senior minister from Oklahoma, the
Rev. Dr. Robin Meyers, offered his reflections on ministering in a small
congregation. He argues that local churches should be small, simple, intellectually
honest, and generous.

In too many small churches, he says, the object becomes survival. Progressive
churches of any size need to aspire to do four things well. They need to

be biblically responsible; intellectually honest; emotionally satisfying; and socially
significant. They can do that by:

1) Studying together and preaching the politics of the gospel. daring to let the
gospel speak for itself, helping people to recognise what they need to say.

2) Forming a Care Team to take care of each other. People want to know
that they are not forgotten, and that when they are passing through difficult
moments, they will receive loving personal communication from their loved faith
community.

3) Establishing the opportunity for 6-8 people to eat with one another in the
homes of a host member of the congregation. The host sets the table and
provides drinks. Others bring a main dish, salad, and dessert. With no agenda
other than table conversation and fellowship. As a rabbi put it, “When you have
been welcomed at someone’s table and eaten together, you can never be
strangers again.”

4) Cherishing the role of music as essential to worship. When music and
sermon are coordinated, the effect is remarkable.

In small churches, when people find a community that feeds them, welcomes
them, and inspires them to remember that Either all of us matter or none of us do,
they study, worship together, and care for one another thoughtfully, breaking bread
in their homes as well as at church, they will find that “Love is all there is; all there
is in this beautiful, terrible, wonderful world.” !
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Parish Anniversary service 21 June

el

—d] T
The service was led by Rev Anna Gilkison who, along with members of Parish
Council, welcomed new members who have joined the parish in the last year

Thank you to the many parishioners who shared stories, history, singing,
poetry, music, prayers, and bible readings
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Kate Foley’s presentation on outreach at Raumati over the last decade, and her
hopes and prayers for the future.

—_ —
Service "
Rav, Anna G! 8

The beautiful singing of the Kapiti Fijian Congregation closed our church service
and everyone was invited to a shared lunch in the hall.
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Thank you
to all who
brought
#l and ate

: food - and
enjoyed
sharing
fellowship
over the
meal.

Thank you
especially to
Lyn Martin,
Merrill
Baker, and
Carole
Rudings for
their work
in the
kitchen




Poetry with Robin List:
Poet for July; Derek Mahon 1941 - 2020

Home and abroad we are living in a time of
thin political ice. To be sure I was taught
when young that when the ice gets that wave
going because it’s thin you can skate faster;
but don’t stop in a hurry and know where
you're going. It’s that last bit. To know where
you are going really requires you to know

where you have come from.

Many of Derek Mahon’s poems have a theme of exile and they draw on
his profound knowledge of history and original source writing to provide
a setting that demands we see the ways of humans working out yet again;
new setting but there’s nothing new about what the people are up to.
Mahon’s personal experience is often a third layer entangled in the
writing. He is no calm observer passing judgement on this or that
situation.

Let’s look at a poem that isn’t a quick and easy read if you don’t have a
bit of Elizabethan Irish history behind you, but by coincidence my
paternal grandmother’s family were Elizabethan Planters (colonisers) in
Galway.

Penshurst Place was the home and seat of power of Sir Philip Sidney, one
of the most influential men of the Elizabethan age. In his efforts to
achieve peace in Ireland Sir Philip ‘hosted’ Hugh O’Neill, Earl of
Tyrone, for a lengthy time at Penshurst in Kent and the gentle
countryside and lifestyle seemed to be doing their work, but O’Neill
could not part from his roots. He arranged for Spanish support to come
to Kinsale and fled the care of his kind host to be at the last battle of the
Elizabethan Irish wars, with Mahon tying the signature line of
Christopher Marlowe’s greatest love poem as a bow on a doomed matter.

Thus he is Traitor O’Neill to the English and Great O’Neill to the Irish.
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Penshurst Place
The bright drop quivering on a thorn
in the rich silence after rain,
lute music in the orchard aisles,
the paths ablaze with daffodils,
intrigue and venery in the air
a l'ombre des jeunes filles en fleurs,
the iron hand and the velvet glove —
come live with me and be my love.

A pearl face, numinously bright,
shining in silence of the night,

a muffled crash of smouldering logs,
bad dreams of courtiers and of dogs,
the Spanish ships around Kinsale,
the screech-owl and the nightingale,
the falcon and the turtle dove —
come live with me and be my love.

Much later Derek Mahon left the Troubles behind him and was very
happy living in Surrey. He said that it would be good to be a tree in that
landscape ‘as if [ belonged here too’. But in the end he came back to his
roots and wrote a poem about a windswept thorn tree on a northern
clifftop.

In the Troubles writers like Derek Mahon and Seamus Heaney were
criticised for keeping to their literary toil and not getting behind
microphones to make strong political statements one way or the other.
Their stance was that they stood for a third way, a non-violent way, a way
of being Irish now and talking to each other in less heated, loaded
language as the future took shape. In our own country that stance might
be too easily highjacked, but it still has an attractiveness.
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Matariki

From Methodist Touchstone 2025:

As the stars of Matariki ‘
rise once more in our MANAWATIA A

skies, we are drawn into a o Y
sacred rhythm of %Wéé
remembrance, renewal, _ .

and reimagining.

Matariki invites us to
pause — to give thanks
for those who have gone before, to gather with those who walk
beside us, and to look ahead with hope and intention.

Prayer for Matariki

E te Atua o te Ao, God of stars and seasons, as Matariki rises in the
Sky once more, we pause to remember, to give thanks, and to hope.

We remember those who have gone before us— our loved ones,
our tapuna, those whose lives shaped our own, and whose stories
continue to guide us.

We give thanks for the harvests of the year past— for lessons
learned, aroha shared, for moments of struggle and joy, for the
breath that still fills our lungs.

We look with hope to the year ahead— seeking your guidance, your
grace, your Spirit to renew our call to justice, to peace, to the
healing of people and whenua.

As Matariki’s stars shimmer in the night sky, may they draw us near
to what truly endures:

whakapapa, whanaungatanga, moemoea — our roots, our
relationships, our sacred dreams.

E te Atua o nga wa katoa, bless this new season. Make us bold in
faith, tender in compassion,and steadfast in our care for creation
and for each other. Amine
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From Presbyterian Support 2026:

Matariki is a time to gather with whanau, to remember those who
have passed, and to reflect on the year gone by.

Across our communities, it might be a shared meal, stories around
the table, or a quiet moment to pause and take it all in. As the
colder months settle in, it also becomes a time to look out for one
another in small, meaningful ways.

In Te Ao Maori, hauora (holistic wellbeing) is about balance. Over
winter, it is often the simple, everyday things that help keep us well.
It might be wrapping up warm, enjoying nourishing kai, or getting
outside for a breath of fresh air.

It might be checking in with how you are feeling, sending a
message to someone, or taking a moment to rest when you need it.

Ahakoa te po, ka ara ano te ra —
Even after the darkest night, the sun will rise again.

17



Common Expressions used in everyday speech
with Old Testament origins
from ‘Lay Preaching Basics’ by Rosalie Sugrue

God save the king

1 Samuel 10:24 — Saul acclaimed
king

Fell on his sword

1 Chronicles 10:4-5 — suicide or
resignation

Nothing new under the
sun

Ecclesiastes 1:9

Apple of the eye

Psalm 17:8

Spare the rod and spoil
the child

(originates from) Proverbs 13:24

Teeth set on edge

Jeremiah 31:29-30

By the skin of one’s teeth

Job 19:20

Gird up your loins

Job 38:8 — prepare for emergency

Wheels within wheels

Ezekiel 1:16

Writing on the wall

Daniel 5:12 — ominous sign

Originally compiled from:

‘I Never Knew that was in the Bible’ Edited by Martin H. Manser, 1999

18




Raumati Village Community Garden

The community garden is settling in for winter. At the moment, there
are grapefruit to harvest and there will soon be leeks and leafy greens
available. We have a wide variety of seedlings planted ready for
warmer weather to come in the spring.

Raumati Maintenance Update

The little garden by the church front door
was getting a bit overgrown with weeds.
Dianne Boyce has stripped it all back and
is planning a new layout. Thank you,
Dianne, we look forward to seeing the
finished product.

The new carpet for the downstairs meeting
room has been chosen and the work
should be carried out soon. It will give a
much cleaner and more attractive look to
the room for our hirers and church users.

. Kate Foley
and the Property and Finance Committee
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Our Hirers

Kapiti Horticultural Society

Your friendly, local community horticultural club since 1911
Our aim is to foster interest and participation in horticulture.

Horticulture has a fascinating, rich history and continues to play a
significant role in shaping theworld we live in. It has been practiced
for thousands of years and is lifelong learning journey — there is
always something new to discover and learn.

Our group meets monthly at Raumati Church Hall on the
first Friday of every month at 7pm (February to December)

Highlights of our monthly meetings are:

® Thought provoking monthly guest speakers

® Sales table with affordable and interesting plants, seeds, and
other horticultural items

Monthly competition to showcase plants and produce from
members’ gardens

Raffles

Door Prize

Supper, with tea or coffee served

Spending time and enjoing conversations with other local
gardeners

[

e ¢ o o
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Our June guest speaker was Kath Irvine, author of ‘Edible
backyard & Home grown fruit’.

Kath says: the kind of garden | wish for you is productive, beautiful,
and most of all easy. Sounds dreamy, aye, but its totally doable.

Kath spoke about the ways she achieves this through embracing
diversity in growing practices to create diverse ecosystems that
promote soil health and biodiversity.

Our July guest speaker will be Mark Gallagher from Succular NZ,
supplier of the largest range of succulents in NZ.

Mark is based in Otaki so he has in-depth experience and advice
for the growing of succulents in our Kapiti coastal conditions.

Throughout the year we also organise garden visits, workshops,
and other member events

If you would like to know more, you are very welcome to join our
friendly, fun and informative club.. Our 2026 subscription fee is
$15.00 for the year.

You can contact us at: kapiti.horti.soc@gmail.com or just
come along to one of our monthly meetings.
We’d love to meet you!

With over 60 members - and growing - our club is on track for
success.

Don’t forget the benefits of gardening - its a well-
known fact that gardening and being surrounded
by plants reduces stress, improves our mood, and
enhances overall health.
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Raumati Women’s Fellowship

The Raumati Women's Fellowship is having their annual Luncheon at The
Relish Cafe, Elizabeth Street in Waikanae on Thursday 9 July at 12 30pm.

If you haven't already put your name down please let Merrill Baker know
by the 6th July.

Merrill 027353 2307 04 9024134
Lyn 04 9048361 022 165 7523.

Poem read by Dianne Boyce
at the Parish Anniversary Service:

‘Do not be dismayed by the brokenness of the world.
All things break. And all things can be mended.
Not with time as they say, but with intention.
So go, love intentionally, extravagantly, unconditionally -
the broken world waits in darkness for the light that is you’
LR Knost

Donating to Kapiti Uniting Parish
Donations are always welcome to help us with our
Parish expenses and you can make your gift in
different ways:

We have cash collection boxes at our services or
In person at your bank, or online, to account:
Kapiti Uniting Parish 03 0732 006311 00
Please put your name as reference for your payment
so that we can issue a tax receipt which you can use
to apply for a tax refund.
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July: for your diary

1 11lam

8 11lam

9 12.30pm
10

14

14 10am-12pm

16 10.30-11.15am
17 10-11.30

21  10am

24 10am — 12pm
31 10am-12pm

Parkwood Lodge Church Service
Church Service at Sevenoaks 12pm
Raumati Women’s Fellowship
annual lunch at Relish Cafe
Matariki holiday — office closed
Office closed all day

Pastoral Care Group, Raumati
Coastal Villas Church Service
Property and Finance Group, Raumati
Waikanae Women’s Fellowship
Parish Council, Raumati

Folding August Together

July: Regular Events

Tuesdays 10am -12pm

Craft group, Raumati

10.30am — 4pm Thrifty Place

Thursdays 10am -12pm Raumati Playgroup (in termtime)
10.30am — 4pm Thrifty Place

Saturdays 10.30am — 1pm Thrifty Place

As I walked out the door toward the gate that would lead to
my freedom, I knew if I didn't leave my bitterness and
hatred behind, I would still be in prison.

Nelson Mandela



https://www.azquotes.com/quote/415152
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/415152
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/415152
https://www.azquotes.com/author/9365-Nelson_Mandela

July Services

Date | Waikanae United@9 Raumati
10 am 0am 10 am
Maureen A
5 Rev Anna Gilkison HC
Calhaem
Rev Anna
12 Gilkison Barrie Woods Heather List
HC
19 Rev Iﬂll.oger Ewan Ireland
Wiig
Mike and
26 Paula Rev Robin List Bgflkjsona
Binkhorst

E-Prayer Requests

A group from our Parish receives requests for prayer every week.
You can ring, text, or email to ask for the request to be passed on:

Merrill Baker 04 902 4134 or text 0273 532 307 or
amkram.nz@gmail.com

Maureen Calhaem 04 299 1903 or text 0278 568 611 or
maureen.calhaem@xtra.co.nz

The requests will remain confidential and names will not be used
without your permission.

Maureen and Merrill

WWW.kup.org.nz
email: kapitiuniting@outlook.com Phone: 04 902 5809
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