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CENTRAL ROUNDUP
Light Shines
As the funeral of Queen Elizabeth II now enters history I was caught by the story of a
spider at work on the casket flowers, a sad corgi saying farewell, the Aussie
commentators not recognising the new British Prime Minister and young Charlotte
instructing her brother to bow. In the midst of the grief and solemnity of the occasion
it was the lighter moments that brought relief.
The Psalmist acknowledged that dark valleys will be part of the journey, but green pastures and quiet
waters will also be there. As churches we have encountered difficult situations in the past and we have
found our way through. Our faith reminds us that the light will shine into the darkness as God journeys
with us.
We cannot avoid some of the hard questions that need to be asked of us as a church, as congregations,
as individuals – but we trust that God is with us in the asking and in the answer. And even in that difficult
time there is a place for a smile and a quiet rest. We know that God collects our (metaphoric) tears and
weeps with us and God’s Spirit is sent forth in our laughter and words.
Pray this week for those overwhelmed by the darkness of their situation and continue to pray that
people may bear the Christ light to them in love.

Peter MacKenzie

Executive Secretary

Presbytery Notes

Farewell
Rev Samoa Mavaega

Rev Philip Ross McDougall
Having served in the Anglican Church, Ross
was received as a Presbyterian Minister in
2013. He served at Inglewood Uniting
Church for a time before retiring in 2019 to
Dannevirke. He passed away on 4 April
2022.
Presbytery upholds his wife, Julie, and his family in our
prayers.

We have been advised of the passing of Rev
Samoa Mavaega on 24 August 2022. Samoa
served in several ministry roles in the South
Island and after retirement, lived for a time in
Palmerston North.

Rev Lindsay and Fay Drinkwater
Further to last week’s notice about the passing of
Lindsay and Fay Drinkwater, we can announce
that there will be a memorial service for them
held at St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, New
Plymouth, 10am, Friday 30 September 2022.
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Tautai PIC
On Saturday 17 September 2022 a large
congregation met at Newtown to celebrate the
launch of Tautai PIC – a cluster group for Pasifika
in the Wellington region. Members from
Newtown, Porirua and Petone gathered
representing Samoan, Cook Island, Niuean and
Tokelauan families. Former moderator of
Presbytery Central, Rev Diane Gilliam-Weeks
commissioned the executive of Tautai PIC and Peter MacKenzie shared a message.
In true Pacific Island fashion the launch was blessed by worship, song, tradition and food. After the worship service
a Cook Island welcome brough guests into the hall and an ‘ava ceremony blessed those present. A celebratory
meal was followed by items from each of the five associated congregations.
Tautai represents the piloting of a ship across the ocean and Tautai PIC seeks to guide the Gospel work of all those
from the Pacific Islands in the Presbyterian Churches of the Wellington Region. Many thanks to Rev Dr Fele Nokise
and the members of Newtown PIC for hosting this event.

Calling all PCANZ church leaders including elders, children's
Leaders, youth leaders, ministers, pastors, chaplains, administrators and more. You are Invited to ONE Conference. Come
for inspirational stories, great worship, practical breakout sessions, fantastic kai and the opportunity to connect and laugh
together. The One conference is for everyone in your congregation who leads in some capacity, we encourage you to come
as a team so you can learn and reflect together. For full information see here.

